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PROGRAMS

FIELD TRIPS

April 21, 2022 | Eric Ollie & Matt Wetrich | The Birds of South
Texas

April 3, 2022 @ 8:30 AM | Otter Creek Marsh in Tama County

Eric and Matt will talk about their recent birding trip to south Texas. The presentation will include photos of many of the interesting
species they found.
Matt Wetrich, Jefferson, IA, is the Carroll County Naturalist, an
avid birder, a nature photographer, and a longtime BBAS Board
member.

Eric Ollie, Ames, IA, drives a CyRide bus for the city of Ames and is
an avid birder, BBAS field trip coordinator, past-president, and current board member.

For the April monthly field trip we will meet at the eagle-shaped
observation deck overlooking Otter Creek Marsh WMA in Tama
County (on the north side, just off US 30, GPS: 41.960984,92.447521) at 8:30 AM. This will be a joint field trip with our good
friends of Iowa City Bird Club. Our target birds are migrating Snow
Geese, and Sandhill Cranes as well as other migrating waterfowl,
sparrows, and shorebirds. This trip involves hiking around the levees of the marsh from several stopping points. Plan for the potential of walking on damp or muddy trails.
May 2022 | TBD

May 19, 2022 | TBD | Watch for an email notification

Ring-necked Pheasant near the Iowa Arboretum Boone, Iowa | Photo by Larry Dau
Mourning Warbler at Namekagon Barrens in NW
Wisconsin | Photo by Larry Dau
PLEASE NOTE
Program meetings take place in the Ames Public Library (515 Douglas
Ave.). Meetings begin at 6:30 PM; programs begin at 7:00 PM. Directions
available at bigbluestemaudubon.org.
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Officers and Committees; President’s Corner; Membership Form
The American Tree Sparrow
President’s Corner cntd.; BBAS Flyer Newsletter Changes
Bird-A-Thon; Book Review; Field Trips
New Members

The mission of the Big Bluestem Audubon Society is to enjoy the
observation and study of birds and natural ecosystems, contribute to their
conservation and restoration, engage in educational activities to benefit
humanity, and gain a broader understanding and deeper appreciation of the
world in which we live.

The Big Bluestem Audubon Society
Statement on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
The Big Bluestem Audubon Society promotes fostering an inclusive, equitable, and diverse climate and culture, where all members of our organization can thrive. We welcome people of all backgrounds and seek
to create a membership that is inclusive of diverse cultures, backgrounds, and life experiences while enhancing a culture of respect and
civil discourse. We aspire to attract and retain a diverse membership.

Notice to New Members of Big Bluestem Audubon Society Only:
We are sending you this printed version of our BBAS newsletter for the
first two issues after you have joined the National Audubon Society or
become a local member. We have now converted to a mostly
electronically-delivered newsletter to save costs and be more green. If
you want to receive a printed version, please notify me. Otherwise, you
will receive the online version. If you supplied your email address upon
joining, we will send you a notice and link for the newsletter each time
a new version is available.
Thanks,
Tim Garner
timgarner@mediacombb.net

BIG BLUESTEM AUDUBON SOCIETY
OF CENTRAL IOWA

PRESIDENT’S CORNER WITH TIM GARNER

OFFICERS

I think we are all familiar with the story of Dr. Doolittle, the man who could, as the song
goes, “walk with the animals, [and] talk with the animals.” According to Wikipedia, British
World War I veteran Hugh Lofting created his fictitious character, a physician who preferred
the company of animals to humans, in illustrated letters that he wrote to his children while
he was serving in the British army on the Western Front. It had to have been a pleasant
diversion for Hugh Lofting, given the horrors of trench warfare that characterized that war,
which raged from 1914-1918.

President ǀ Tim Garner
timgarner@mediacombb.net
Vice-President ǀ Doug Harr
515-275-4818; dnharr@gmail.com

Secretary ǀ Bruce Ehresman
515-296-2995; behresman5@gmail.com
Treasurer ǀ Heather Sanders
hsanders0519@aol.com

BOARD MEMBERS
Matt Wetrich
712-210-4614; go_tweeting@hotmail.com
Eric Ollie
515-238-3610; uphawkyeye@gmail.com
Marlene Ehresman
515-233-1379; 515-249-8138 (cell)
marlene@iowawildlifecenter.org

I had my own Dr. Doolittle moment on a frigid January Saturday evening at the doorstep of
my Ames home. As I was walking up the driveway, I heard the unmistakable call of a great
horned owl. I froze in my tracks and looked across the street where, to my delight, I could
see that beautiful specimen perched on a limb. The owl leaned down and hooted again and
then resumed its upright position with its distinctive shape silhouetted against the sky
where the day’s light was quickly giving way to the twilight that one sees at dusk.
Birders have long been accused of being pleasantly eccentric, and on a whim, I decided to
indulge that stereotype by hooting back at the owl. To my delight, he (or she) flew to another perch on top of my neighbor’s chimney and answered my call. I returned the favor,
and the owl and I hooted at each other for about 5 minutes, with the owl flying back and
forth between its perches on the tree and chimney. I don’t know if the bird thought I was a
potential rival or love interest, but I can say with certainty that the owl lifted my spirits,
made me feel that I was communing with nature, and gave me a memory that will last a
lifetime. What a beautiful gift.
| Continued on page 4

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS
Archivist ǀ Hank Zaletel
515-382-5427; madowl@midiowa.net

Membership Application Form

Bird-A-Thon ǀ Eric Ollie
515-238-3610; uphawkeye@gmail.com

New member of the National Audubon Society. You will
receive the Audubon magazine, the Big Bluestem Flyer,
membership card. — $20
Please make your check payable to National Audubon
Society and include “Chapter Code H-57” on the check

Conservation ǀ VACANT

Field Trips ǀ Eric Ollie
515-238-3610; uphawkyeye@gmail.com
Name Badge Coordinators ǀ Jon and Joyce
Bahrenfus
515-275-3263; jbahren@netins.net
Newsletter Coordinator and Audubon
Membership ǀ Larry Dau
515-230-3492; lgdau9@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Refreshment Coordinator ǀ Tim Garner
timgarner@mediacombb.net and
Heather Sanders: hsanders0519@aol.com
Schools Liaison ǀ Jerry Keys
515-232-2516; jkeys@storycounty.com
Webmaster ǀ Karl Jungbluth
weatherbird58@gmail.com

Subscribe to the Big Bluestem Flyer for one year and
participate in some Big Bluestem Society Activities — $10
Restrictions are that you will not be a National Audubon Society member or
have voting privileges, and you cannot be an officer or committee chair.

Please make your check payable to Big Bluestem Audubon
Society.
Send your check and this coupon to:
Big Bluestem Audubon Society
P.O. Box 543, Ames IA 50010

Name
Address
City
State
Phone
E-mail
Please do not use this form for renewals
to the National Audubon Society.

ZIP

For Official Use Only
C1ZH570Z
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THE AMERICAN TREE SPARROW: ONE OF IOWA’S WINTER RESIDENTS
RAY HARDEN
Note: This article by Ray Harden was first published in the February 2021 e-newsletter of the
Raccoon River Watershed Association.

Watch for American Tree Sparrows at your feeder this winter. This has been a difficult
winter for birds. The ice and snow have covered their natural foods bringing more
than the usual numbers of birds to my feeder. I have even had a few pheasants eating
the seeds that have fallen on the ground. The last few warm days that have given a
hint of spring has caused even more activity at the feeder. The birds are eating ravenously in preparation for their spring migration.
I have enjoyed watching the American Tree Sparrows this year. Its name “tree sparrow” is a misnomer; it is not closely associated with trees. While they are living in
Iowa, they roost in brush piles and shrubs. During their breeding season they nest in
shrubs and grass in the Arctic tundra. Tree sparrows spend the winter in Iowa, arriving in early November and staying until the first part of April.
They can survive temperatures of -20 F if they can find food. In early spring when
they head toward their summer breeding areas in northern Canada and Alaska some
of them fly more than 2,000 miles. It has been found that many of the birds return to
the same wintering areas year after year during their nine-year life span.

American Redstart near Minong,
Wisconsin | Photo by Larry Dau

Rough-legged Hawk near Luther, Iowa
Photo by Larry Dau

The tree sparrow is easy to identify. It resembles the common house sparrow but
there are differences. The tree sparrow has a rufous crown, two white wing bars on
its brown wings, and a long, notched tail. Its most distinctive feature is a small dark
spot in the middle of its gray breast. It is often confused with a Chipping Sparrow. The
Chipping Sparrow arrives in Perry in the spring, about the time the tree sparrow
leaves. Both of these birds are in the group called “New World Sparrows”, as opposed
to the house sparrows which are not native to the United States. This group contains
small to medium sized birds, with rounded wings, brownish streaked appearance, and
short conical bills that are used to husk
seeds.
The normal diet of the tree sparrow in
winter is made up of weed and grass
seeds and dry berries. One study found
over a thousand seeds in the bird’s digestive system; the seeds found were ragweed, lambsquarter, chickweed, and
sunflowers. They provide a valuable service to farmers and gardeners by eating
noxious weed seeds. At feeders they will
eat millet seed, cracked corn, sunflower
seeds, and peanut butter. In summer in
American Tree Sparrow at Harrier Marsh
the Arctic their diet shifts to insects, esnear Ogden, Iowa | Photo by Larry Dau
pecially when they are feeding young.
They are interesting birds to watch at a
feeder. They will frequently do a “double scratch”- the claws on both feet moved
backward at the same time. In their natural environment they do this to move leaf
litter to find food, and they do it instinctively when standing deep in bird food where
there is no leaf litter to remove. The tree sparrow has an average weight of eight
tenths of an ounce and they eat one third of their body weight in seeds per day. This
is equivalent to a 150-pound person eating 50 pounds of food each day.
| Continued on page 5

Female Cardinal near the Iowa Arboretum, Boone, Iowa | Photo by Larry Dau

PHOTOS AND CONTENT FOR
NEWSLETTER BY TIM GARNER
Please submit any photos of birds,
wildlife, habitat, or events that you
would like to be included in the flyer
newsletter to Tim Garner
(timgarner@mediacombb.net). We
are also looking for short content
items and announcements.
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CONTINUED PRESIDENT’S CORNER TIM GARNER
We are fast approaching migration season when our avian friends begin their trek to their nesting grounds here in Iowa and points
north. Some of our winter residents, including the juncos, red breasted nuthatches, saw whet owls, and common redpolls will soon
decide to leave the comparatively balmy winter environs of the Hawkeye state for their breeding grounds hundreds of miles away.
It is a majestic reminder of the remarkable rhythms of the seasons to which we all bear witness every year. It is nature talking to
us.
So maybe Hugh Lofting only got it half right with his Dr. Doolittle character. Not only can people talk to the animals, but they, too,
can talk to us. Get outdoors, and go birding; listen to what nature has to say. You will be richly rewarded.

BBAS FLYER NEWSLETTER CHANGES LARRY DAU
I have been the newsletter coordinator for over 12 years and
have thoroughly enjoyed the experience. But, I think it is time
for a change. I will be turning over the duties to Tim Garner,
our current president. I will work with Tim as he learns the
process. I will also continue to submit photos for Tim to possibly use in future newsletters. Thanks to all the members for
allowing me this experience.

Larry

Indigo Bunting at Namekagon Barrens in NW Wisconsin
Photo by Larry Dau

Buying from the businesses listed on this page not only benefits the birds but also helps our local economy and provides funding for BBAS. Donations
fund various habitat restoration and educational projects. Present the coupons at the time of your purchase and a donation will be given to BBAS.

Brekke’s Town & Country Store, Inc.
1 1/2 miles east of I-35 on new U.S. 30 and 1/4 mile north

Hours: 8-6 M-F, 8-4 Sat. (515) 232-7906

Purchase
Up to $15
$15 and over
$35 and over
Over $70

Donation
$1.50
$3.00
$5.00
$7.50

Brekke’s offers Big Bluestem Audubon Society a
donation when bird seed or other bird products are
purchased.
Valid through June 30, 2022

Present this coupon with your purchase and a
donation will be given to BBAS.

Offer good until June 30, 2022

4

CONTINUED AMERICAN TREE SPARROW RAY HARDEN
Another species of sparrow, a large Harris’s Sparrow, arrived at the feeder a few days ago. This bird is only seen in Perry during the
spring and fall migrations. It too nests in Canada; it will stay here for a week or so before heading north. I have often noticed that
when the Harris’s Sparrow departs it seems to take the other birds that nest in the north, like the junco and tree sparrow- maybe it
is their guide bird to Canada. The juncos and tree sparrows are birds that live in Perry during the winter. They will be leaving soon.
Then we will know that winter is over and that spring is on the way.
"The tree sparrow, or 'winter chippy,' is a neat, trim bird...
They often chase one another through the weeds or shrubbery, singing in slight, broken sparrow strains;
their notes reminding one of the tinkling of ice-clad weed-stalks -- a delicate cymbal music."
......Selden Lincoln Whitcomb, 1866-1930, writing of Grinnell, Iowa. Whitcomb was born in Grinnell,
graduated from Grinnell College in 1887, and was professor of English at the college from 1895-1905.

BIRD-A-THON SATURDAY, MAY 14, 2022
Bird-A-Thon is BBAS' main fundraiser and source of income. A large percentage of what we like to do as a nature conservation,
education, and appreciation organization is possible due to the efforts of those who participate in and contribute to Bird-A-Thon. It
is never too early to form your team, start recruiting sponsors, or begin forming your "game day" strategy. Eric Ollie has graciously
agreed to compile the results of Bird-A-Thon.

For more information or to register your team please email: Eric Ollie at uphawkeye@gmail.com
If registering a team, please include your team’s name, team members, and captain’s name.

BOOK REVIEW DOUG HARR, PRESIDENT, IOWA AUDUBON
BIRDS IN WINTER: Surviving the Most Challenging Season. Roger F. Pasquier, 2019.
Princeton University Press, Princeton, NJ. 304 pp.
Author Pasquier, an associate in the American Museum of Natural History’s Dept. of Ornithology and lifelong
birder, has written this first book devoted entirely to the winter ecology of birds and their behavior. It is quite
scientific in nature, based upon more than 700 research studies and papers listed in the bibliography. As a retired wildlife biologist
specializing primarily in birds and habitat, I learned a lot more from Pasquier’s work than I had previously known. It really should be
considered a textbook of sorts, sometimes taking a long time to read chapters, all printed in very small font text; hence, this may
not be something just a casual birder would want to purchase and read. But for anyone into really learning about how so many
different species of birds can survive harsh winters by shelter, food sources, plumage, migrations and much more, this is an excellent educational tool and one that should be saved for future reference.
From Iowa Audubon Newsletter, April 2020, Volume 16

FIELD TRIPS ERIC OLLIE
January 29, 2022 | West Peterson Park

I'll be honest, it was a very slow day of birding. We walked the snowy trails at Peterson Park for over an hour, but didn't see much
besides the expected winter residents — Black-capped Chickadees, Northern Cardinals, Downy Woodpeckers, White-breasted Nuthatches, American Tree Sparrows and the like — but it was still a beautiful day to be out in our wonderful nature, to get some
fresh air and good exercise, and to enjoy the warm company of the five fellow birders present.
February 26, 2022 | Ada Hayden Heritage Park | Trip canceled due to lack of participation
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NEW MEMBERS OF NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
Ames
Lee Dresden
Ogden
Diane Schiers
Madrid
Alice Zeller
Slater
Rosemary Fjelland
Woodward
Lanny Lincoln

Northern Shrike in rural Boone County, Iowa | Photo by Larry Dau
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If you have an “X” after
your name on your mailing label,
this will be your last
issue of the Flyer unless
you renew.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
We welcome new members!

Big Bluestem Flyer
Tim Garner, President
Big Bluestem Audubon Society
PO Box 543
Ames, IA 50010-0543

